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Valentines Day  
Valentine’s Day is based on a Roman festival called 
Lupercalia, in mid-February. The festival celebrated 
the coming of spring. It also included fertility rites, 
which are rituals that are intended to stimulate 
reproduction, and usually include the sacrifice of 
animals. Along with this, they paired off women with 
men, by lottery.  So why do 
we celebrate this as a 
holiday? It’s based on killing 
animals and pawning off 
women like objects. We use 
this as a holiday to celebrate 
the people that we love, but 
it’s based around the lottery, 
but instead of money, it’s women. And animals for 
human sacrifice. Why have a holiday based on that?  

Madison M.  

Valentine’s Day is a holiday around the world 
celebrated because of love and happiness. In the 
United States, it is celebrated on February 14th every 
single year. There are many theories on how 
Valentine’s Day originated from but many people 
agree that the ancient Romans celebrated the 
well-known holiday first. The theory goes that 
Emperor Claudius II executed two men, both named 
Valentine, on February 14th. 3,000 years later the 
Catholic Church recognized them and named a 
holiday after them. Personally, I do not celebrate 
Valentine’s Day because I do not see the point in it. I 
also do not know anybody who celebrates this 
holiday either.  

Summerlyn S.  
Valentine’s Day is nowadays a holiday about love and 
spending time with a significant other and is a 
common time to be asked out. It was not always like 
that, it started out as a Roman festival called 
Lupercalia, held in mid-February. The festival 
celebrated the coming of spring and activities 
included fertility rites and pairing couples by lottery. 
Is there a reason we celebrate this holiday? It does 
not make sense to celebrate this holiday considering 
the conditions of which it was formed. It may have 
been harmless in the fourth century when 
Lupercalia existed, but with our current rights as 
people now, it is not okay to auction off people to 
become a couple by lottery.          Just because the 
Hunger Games used a lottery to pick the tributes 
from each district and the two tributes of district 
twelve fell in love, does not mean that is the real 
world. That does not make it okay to do something 
like that and I do not agree with celebrating the 
holiday. I never have, not before I learned this 
information, not after. I’ve never seen a reason to 
celebrate the holiday and it is useless to celebrate it 
because it makes single people feel left out and the 
origins are not pleasant. 

Andrea M.  



World News  
Antarctica has just hit 64.9 degrees Fahrenheit, 
which is the highest temperature ever recorded in 
the continent. Antarctica is the coldest continent in 
the world because of its location, Antarctica is 
located in the South Pole which gets significantly less 
sunlight than any other place in the world. 
Antarctica is currently the only continent that has 
zero permanent residences. Antarctica is a 
dangerous place to live, the temperature is always 
cold, there are blizzards, and the air is so dry that it 
can cause dehydration. Antarctica is heating up, 
which is proof that global warming is going to be a 
very important issue within the next few years.  

Gavin G.  
The Yellowstone volcano also known as the 
Yellowstone Caldera is about 2.1 million years old. 
The last time it erupted was about 640,000 years 
ago. The supervolcano is 9,203 feet tall. March 1, 
1872, was when Yellowstone was first opened. People 
have spent time in Yellowstone for about 11,000 
years. Yellowstone was the world’s first national 
park. It is about 3,472 square miles long. This park is 
96% Wyoming,  

Olivia M.  
Mount Merapi stands on the border of Yogyakarta 
and Central Java. Mount Merapi erupted at 5:16 a.m 
last Thursday morning. Mount Merapi’s eruption 
lasted 150 seconds, this 
eruption was spewing smoke 
an about 2,000-meter-high 
ash column. According to 
Geological Disaster 
Technology Research And 
Development Center During This Eruption. The 
eruption must have caused volcanic material to 
spew out of over a radius of 1 kilometer from the 
peak of Mount Merapi. In Indonesia, Mount Merapi is 
one of the most active. Mount Merapi’s eruption in 
2010 had left more than 300 people dead and had 
forced almost 400,000 people to leave.  
 

Kali H.  

State Of Union  
Summerlyn S.  
On February 5, 2020, President Donald Trump gave 
his State of Union Address. This speech is given by 
the current president every year to address what is 
happening in the United States and how the 
presidency is going. Trump talked about his 
accomplishments and everything that he did that is 
benefiting the United States. He only talked about his 
accomplishments because he is running for 
president again in the November 2020 election and 
he was stating his reason why he should be elected 
again. Many people were furious that he did not 
mention his impeachment trial that was held only a 
few days prior.  

 
Conferences  
Jadira B.  
Parent-Teacher Conferences are on February 20th 
and February 27 from 3:30 pm through 6:30 pm. 
You will be able to go in at school on those days and 
time to see your children’s teacher. You will also be 
able to talk to your children’s teachers about your 
children’s grades, how they act in school or in their 
class, what they have to improve, and do they 
participate in class. You can also have one on one 
conversations with your children’s parents. This is 
for the High School and Middle school. You can also 
stop at the main office to see Mrs. Rumbarger and 
Mrs. Kazsmer.  

 
 
 
 
 



Raise Your ACT Score  
Sofia C. 
ACT prep is coming around, if you do not know what 
the ACT test is then here is a quick explanation. The 
ACT test is a test that a student takes when they are 
in 11th grade. The meaning of the ACT test is to 
measure students' academics, to see if they are 
ready to go to college. The ACT prep prepares 
younger students who will be taking the ACT test 
later on. For any students reading this article, Mrs. 
Knight will be posting tips on her twitter account. I 
hope that all the students taking the ACT test or prep 
good luck. 

 
National Day  
Logan P. 
Tomorrow (February 14) is national gumdrop day. 
Gumdrops are a candy that is made with gelatin 
which is then coated with sugar. Gumdrops come in 
a numerous amount of flavors such as fruity or 
spicy. Gumdrops are usually used to decorate 
gingerbread houses. The inventor of Gum Pods is 
Percy S. Truesdell. While at the University of Ohio, the 
chemist altered the consistency of the candy by 
experimenting with the amount of starch used. He 
worked at the Snyder-Chafee Company until 1915. In 
1916. Truesdell also founded and incorporated the 
P.S. Truesdell Candy Manufacturing Company. After 
his death, he became known as the Gumdrop King.  

 
 
 
 
 

Valentines Day Gifts  
Bailey D. 
Sometimes we just need that push and inspiration 
for gifts and this is exactly what you need. For this 
idea, you will need a box, something to write with, 
and small gifts that are 
red and last but not least 
you will need a rose. 
First, take the box and 
put all your small red 
items inside then after 
that lay the rose on top of the other gifts then close 
the box. After putting everything inside Write on top 
of the box “Roses are Red '' with a drawing of a rose. 
This idea is very easy and super cute. Have fun giving 
your Valentine's Day a gift they will remember.  

 
My Roblox Moment  
Caleb L.  
Recently I joined my favorite Roblox game for the 
new update. When I joined I saw an awesome deal 
where I can get a really good item for only 499 
Robux. It is called the Kraken Couplet and if I max 
upgrade it I will be so powerful. I have been saving 
money for it and I will buy two of them to be even 
more powerful and my grind will go way faster. I can 
also flex it to my friends like Shane and death skull 
even though death will have it two. That is why I 
want two Kraken couplets. 

 
 
 
 



Varsity Sports  
Madisen M.  
As a reminder the Lady Skippers are playing in the 
OHSAA Sectional Playoffs. The Lady Skippers are 
facing Brookfeild on February 19, 2020, at 7:00pm. 
Come and Pack the stands, there will be NO passes, 
everyone must pay including athletes and seniors, 
See you there.  
 

Quote of the Week  
Don't Be The Same.  
BE BETTER! 
 
School Hours 
Destiny O.  
Some schools end their classes around 2:30 pm. 
Some end at 3 everything is different. In my opinion I 
think we should get out at 2:30 like other students 
because we can get more stuff done and it's not that 
late. We are in school for 7 hours. I think we should 
stay in school for 6 hours because it's much easier 
for kids. I also think 7 hours is too much for us kids 
because the sunset comes out faster and it's already 
late to do stuff. I just think we should just get out at 
2:30 because it's just gonna be easier for teachers to 
stay after school to grade and kids so they can finish 
what they need to do. 
 
 
 
 

New Movies  
Madison M. 
 

1. 6 Underground (Rated R) 
Summary: Six individuals from all around 
the globe, are chosen to become spies and 
to keep people safe. 
Main Cast: Ryan Reynolds, Ben Hardy, 
Melanie Laurent, Corey Hawkins.  

2. Jumanji: The Next Level (PG-13) 
Summary: Spencer goes back into the 
world of Jumanji,  his friends, to re-enter 
the game to bring him home. But the game 
is now broken -- and fighting back. 
Everything the friends know about Jumanji 
is about to change, 
as they soon 
discover there's 
more obstacles and 
more danger to 
overcome. 
Main Cast: Dwayne 
“The Rock” Johnson, 
Kevin Hart, Jack 
Black, Karen Gillan 

3. Frozen 2 (PG) 
Summary: Elsa the Snow Queen has a gift -- 
the power to create ice and snow. But no 
matter how happy she is to be surrounded 
by the people of Arendelle, she finds herself 
unsettled. After hearing a voice call out to 
her, Elsa travels to the enchanted forests 
and dark seas beyond her kingdom -- an 
adventure that soon turns into a journey of 
self-discovery. 
Main Cast: Idina Menzel, Kristen Bell, 
Johnathon Groff, Josh Gad 

 
 
 



Oscar Winners  
Andrea M.  

1. Best Actor in a Leading Role- Joaquin 
Phoenix for Arthur Fleck in Joker 

2. Best Actor in a Supporting role- Brad Pitt for 
Cliff Booth in Once Upon a Time...In 
Hollywood 

3. Best Actress in a Leading Role- Renee’ 
Zellweger for Judy Garland in Judy 

4. Best Actress in a Supporting Role for Nora 
Fanshaw in Marriage Story 

5. Animated Feature Film- Toy Story 4 
directed by Josh Cooley 

6. Best Cinematography- Roger Deakins for 
1917 

7. Best Costume Design- Jacqueline Durran for 
Little Women 

8. Best Director- 
Bong Joon Ho for 
Parisite 

9. Best Feature 
Documentary- 
American 
Factory directed 
by Steven 
Bongar, Julia 
Reichert, and Jeff Reichert 

10. Best Short Subject Documentary- Learning 
to Skateboard in a Warzone (If You’re a Girl) 
directed by Carol Dysinger and Elena 
Andreicheva 

11. Best Film Editing- Michael McCusker and 
Andrew Buckland for Ford v Ferrari 

12. Best International Feature Film- Parisite 
from South Korea 

13. Best Makeup and Hairstyling- Kazu Hiro, 
Anne Morgan, and Vivian Baker for 
Bombshell 

 
 
 

I-Ready 
Emma M.  
This week we had something called the I-Ready 
Ticket Extravaganza at Harding High School. We had 
it from February 10 to February 13 which is Monday 
through Friday. We took an I-Ready test at the 
beginning of the year and another one recently. The 
number of points you went up from the first to the 
second test, you 
get that many 
tickets. Each event 
throughout the 
week is a number 
of tickets and if 
you got them you 
could use those 
tickets to go to each event. Some of these events are, 
get hot chocolate or coffee and bring it to class, get 
orange foods, movie, and popcorn, and get a skipper 
cup full of candy. At the end of the week, we put the 
rest of our tickets in a raffle to win a bunch of 
Skipper merch!  

Presidents Day 
Kendall C.  
President’s day is an important day for a lot of 
people that enjoy learning about things that 
happened in the 1700s. This day is to recognize and 
honor all the amazing things the presidents do for 
us. You celebrate President’s day on February 17. It 
became a federal holiday in 1879. There are also 
rocks that have four presidents on them. The 
presidents on them are George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, and Theodore Roosevelt. 
There are some people that Presidents day shouldn’t 
be a holiday because they don’t celebrate it. I think 
even though we don’t “celebrate” the day there 
should still be a holiday because we are honoring the 
presidents.  
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       Fun Facts 

1. Every year, more than 
36 million heart shaped boxes 
of chocolates are sold across 
the country 

2. February 14th is the 
second largest card giving day 
of the year, just after 
Christmas 

3. First valentine was 
written from a prison 

4. ‘Sweethearts’ Candies 
Started Out as Lozenges 

5. Cupid began as a greek 
god 
 
 


